MaterIal anD MethoDs
In the Department of General, Oncologic, and Pediatric Urology, Ludvik Rydygier Collegium Medicum, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Bydgoszcz from August 2007 to October 2008, 16 patients aged 60-80 (average 69.75) were hospitalized after first qualification to implant of an artificial urethral sphincter. Sixteen patients previously underwent implantation of an artificial urethral sphincter. Some of the complications after this procedure were related to improper hankey worDs urinary incontinence » artificial urethral sphincter AMS 800 » Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE) » Geriatric Depression Scale (GDS) abstraCt Introduction. Implantation of the AMS 800 artificial urethral sphincter is a "gold standard" in the treatment of total urinary incontinence in men. Appropriate qualification of patients to urinary incontinence treatment determines the higher effectiveness of this method. Service of this device requires physical fitness and mental efficiency from a patient. Material and methods. The Urological Clinic hospitalized 16 patients, aged from 60 to 80 years, after first qualification for artificial urethral sphincter implantation. Psychological assessment was carried out during anamnesis and medical examination using the MMSE and the GDS. results. Psychological deviations were found in 7 out of 16 examined patients, but finally 2 patients were disqualified because of their cognitive function disorders with elements of low level depressive syndrome (1) and benign cognitive and member function disorders (1) . Among the patients who were examined by a psychologist: four of them showed mild (3) and temperate (1) features of depressive syndrome and one patient showed benign cognitive disorder without dementia. However, none of these findings were contraindications to incontinence treatment with an artificial urethral sphincter. ZBIGNIEw wOLSkI, MACIEj TwORkIEwICZ, ANNA SZABELA-POLAk dling of the device. Taking this result into account, we decided to include the opinion of a psychologist in the qualification for implantation of an artificial urethral sphincter. In this period of treatment, psychological consultation had become a standard to qualify for AMS 800 implantation. Psychological assessments were conducted in 16 patients. Thirteen patients were consulted once, two patients twice and one patient three times, making together 20 examinations. Psychological assessment was realized during anamnesis and medical examination using the Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE) ( Table 1 ) and the Geriatric Depression Scale (GDS) ( Table 2 ). The aim of MMSE is quantitative assessment of cognitive functions. Interpretation of this test is as follows: 30-27 p -correct result; 26-24 p -cognitive disorder without dementia; 23-19 p -light dementia; 18-11p -mid dementia; 10-0 p -deep dementia. GDS is self-assessment of depression level in patients. Interpretation: 0-10 p -without depression; 11-20 p -light depression; and >20 p -deep depression.
Conclusions

results
In nine out of the 16 patients, abnormalities in psychological examination were not found, allowing for direct qualification to artificial sphincter implant. Psychological deviations were found in seven of the 16 examined patients, but two patients were disqualified because of their cognitive function disorders, which showed elements of low level depressive syndrome and benign cognitive and memory function disorders. The disqualified patients underwent urinary incontinence treatment with I-stop tape (Tab. 3). Among the patients who were examined by a psychologist: four of them displayed mild and temperate features of depressive syndrome. These, however, were not contraindications to artificial urethral sphincter implant, in light of the fact that only pharmacological treatment Ask patient to read and obey a written command on a piece of paper stating "Close your eyes". /1
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Ask the patient to copy a pair of intersecting pentagons: /1 total sCore /30 and ambulatory control in the outpatient psychological clinic need to be added to the program; one patient showed a benign cognitive disorder without dementia, which is also a contraindication to incontinence treatment with artificial urethral sphincter. In the end, the AMS 800 implant was applied in 12 of the 16 patients after psychological assessment, because of other causes.
DIsCussIon
All our patients underwent basic urological diagnostics to define the type and degree of urinary incontinence. Urethral patency was also determined and included urodynamic studies to assess detrusor muscle efficiency and the degree and nature of urethral sphincter dysfunction. However, the most important result required to qualify patients to the artificial urethral sphincter was obtained during assessment of the patient's mental and intellectual state [10, 12] . This is an important issue because the average age of the patients qualified to the implant was 70 years. These patients are often burdened with a number of chronic diseases, whose symptoms intensify a poor state of mind. Impaired psychomotor functions may also disqualify them from such surgery. Another important element of qualify to AMS 800 implant is adequate patient motivation for the surgery. The patient should also understand the essence of the treatment method, because together with manual dexterity, it will allow for independent control of the sphincter pump. There are also crucial elements influencing the lifespan of the hydraulic device and the occurrence of possible complications related to incorrect service [14] . Therefore, cognitive and other memory disorders are contraindications to this method. Artificial urethral sphincter implantation is an invasive method, although appropriate qualification makes this treatment the most effective. The main element of success in treating the patient is to correctly qualify patients [1, 3, 4] . The qualification to implant the AMS 800 should be considered by an interdisciplinary diagnostic and therapeutic team, which should include a psychologist. 
